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Message from Mrs Heasman

Dear Parent/Carer Aswe approach the end of Autumn the children have been enjoying getting out
and aboutthe school grounds during outdoorlearning. The nursery and some classes have been
exploringthe changesthatthe season brings and there are lovely displays around the school of
drawings and prints made from autumn leaves. We have beenfortunate thatthe weatherhas
remained largely dry and this has allowed classes to take partin outdoor PE. Many of our children
have discovered a creative side and have putitto good use as they learn creative dance in the
outdoors. The extraspace hasgiventhem lots of freedomto explore movementandimprove their
skills. We are now looking forward to Christmas and have plansin place to make sure that, despite
Covid, the children will be able to enjoy this special time of year! Ourplansare includedinthe
newsletterforyourinformation. We obviously can'tdo everythingin the way that we usually would
but have tried to keep most aspectsin place in some formor another. | hope thatyou are all keeping
well and managinginthis difficult time. Thankfullywe have the wonderful Canberra of childrento
keep usupbeatand smiling - where would we be withoutthem! Regards Angela Heasman



November newsletter contents

Dates for your diary Covid Update Christmas P7 - Duncanrig transition events Book Week Scotland

Dates for your diary

CALENDAR

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 910
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 N




12.11.20 Fluvaccinations 16.11.20 In-serviceday (school closed) 30.11.20
Parent Council meeting 6pm (all welcome-contact school office to participate) 3.12.20
Duncanrig Captains virtual meeting with P7

Covid update

There have been some small changes to our procedures as a result of new guidance.

e From Monday 16th Novemberindoor PE will resume. All classes will have one hourindoor PE
per week and one houroutdoor PE. Details of PE days have been sent by email and are
recorded on the schoolwebsite within class pages. (this is subjectto change if South
Lanarkshire moves into Tier 4).



All staff must wear a face covering in communalareas including corridors and staffrooms
(except when eating/drinking). Face coverings are not mandatory in nursery or classrooms
however many staff at Canberra choose to wearthem within the class setting.

All parents/carers and other visitors to the schoolmust wear a face covering in school
grounds - this includes at drop off and pick up.

Christmas

We are excited to have our plansin place for Christmas! Despite Covid we hope to have afuntime
that all of the children can enjoy. Justwhat we needto give us somethingtolook forwardto! To
help you getorganised we would like to share our plans with you. Christmas parties All classesfrom
Nursery - P7 will have a Christmas party and we hope that Santa will be able to visit us virtually!
Childrenwillbe able todress upintheirparty clothes and will be treated to fun and games with their



ownclass. Anindividualtreatwill be provided. Ourparty datesare as follows: 14.12.20  Primary
7 15.12.20 Primary 5 18.12.20 Primary 1, Primary 3 & Primary 4 21.12.20 Primary 2
22.12.20  Nursery Nativity Nursery and Primary 1 will each perform and film a Nativity which will
be shared with parents/carersviaourusual channels. They will have the opportunity to wearour
lovely Nativity costumes, learntheirlines and perform. We will use the pre-recorded backing tracks
providedto complementtheir performances. Christmas Crafts The children will make their
Christmas craftsin class and will bringthem home as Christmas gifts for the whole family to
appreciate and enjoy. Christmas Carol Concert A Google Classroom homework task will encourage
childrentovideo record themselves singing a Christmas Carol or song. Allchildren who uploada
video will feature in aspecial 'Carols at Canberra Concert'video which will be sentoutto
parents/carers. Dependingonthe numbers of 'acts' this may be a whole school concert orcompiled
inclassesor stages e.g. Nursery-P3. Xmas Factor A Google Classroom homework task will allow
childrento enterthe Xmas Factor thisyear. All acts will be streamed within classes and the children
will be able tovote on theirwinner! Christmas jumper/accessory day We will be holding ourannual
Christmas jumper/accessory day on Friday 11th December. Children are welcome to come toschool
wearinga Christmas jumper, accessory ortinsel to help us getinto the festive spirit!

Primary 7 - Duncanrig transition

| am sure that our Primary 7 children are getting excited and nervous, in equal measure, about
transition to Duncanrignextyear! | am therefore pleased to advise that Duncanrig Secondary are
now in a positionto begintheirtransition programmeforourPrimary 7's. Building ontheir success
during Lockdown they are once again usingvirtual ways to connect with our P7's to helpthem
familiarisethemselves with the school, the staff and the different subjects they will undertakein S!.
Overthe coming weeksand months the children will have regular'Virtual introductions' shared with
them. They have already 'met' Mrs Boyd who will be theirHead of Year! A virtual tour of the school
isalso inthe pipeline. Inearly Decemberthe School Captains are havingavirtual questionand
answer session with the children. Thiswillallow ourP7's to ask those burning questionsthatlam
sure are already at the forefront of theirminds! Nextterm Mrs Thompson, fromthe Maths
department, will be teachingthe children viavideo link once aweek. This givesthem ataste of how
mathsis taught at secondary, usingatopicthat they would normally complete in Primary 7.
Duncanrig's enhanced transition programme, which they run every yearto support children
anticipatedtofindthe transition particularly challenging, will go ahead. The school are currently
planning how to make this meaningful for the children during the currentrestrictions. Duncanigare
alsohopingthat the children will be able to visitthe school before the end of the school yearas they



recognise how importantitisforthe childrento have a 'live' experience of the settingto allay fears
and to helpthem prepare. Thisis, however, very much atthe mercy of the progress of the virus and
Government guidance. Let'sall keep ourfingers crossed! AseverDuncanrig will communicate with
parents as the year progresses and they will constantly review what they are able to offerinline
with Scottish Government Guidance on Coronavirus restrictions.

Book Week Scotland

Book Trust

INspiring readers and writers

We are looking forward to participating in Book Week Scotland next week. Classes will be
focusing on reading and engagingin some of the activities on the Book Week Scotland website.
Nursery, Primary 1, 2 and 3 will be engagingin a specially prepared programme developed by Mrs
Burns, our Literacy coordinator. Primary 1 will be receiving their Bookbug packs which have three
specially chosen books, and some other resources for learningat home. Primary 2 & 3 will receive
theirRead, Write Count packs which have a mix of reading and numeracy resources, including
books to develop theirreadingskills. Happy reading everyone!



